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MAHARASHTRA POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD 
REGIONAL OFFICE - PUNE 

Phone No.  020-25811694 

Fax No.      020-25811701 

e-mail :       ropune@mpcb.gov.in 
visit us : www.mpcb.gov.in 

 

            Jog Centre, 3rd Floor, 

                      Wakdewadi, 

                      Old-Pune Mumbai Road, 

  Pune- 411003 

MPCB/ROP/PD/2403190007     Date: 19/03/2024 

To, 
Superintendent  Engineer,  
(Drainage Department), 
Pune Municipal Corporation,  
Pune.  

 
Sub: Proposed Directions under section 33 A of Water (Prevention & Control of           

Pollution) Act, 1974.  
 Ref : 1) News appeared in the Pune Pulse on 12/02/2024 Titled “ Pune : Foul  

     Smell from Lake Troubles Katraj & Bibwewadi Society Residents;  
     Demand Action from PMC”.  
2) The Hon’ble National Green Tribunal (PB), New Delhi issued Notice of  
     Hearing in Suo Motu Matter vide OA No. 274/2024 titled “ Pune : Foul  
     Smell from Lake Troubles Katraj & Bibwewadi Society Residents;  
     Demand Action from PMC.  
3) Visit of the Board Officials at Sub Regional Office, MPCB, Pune-I to the  
     Lakes pertaining to the Pune Municipal Corporation Juridictions  

                       4) Proposal for legal actions submitted by the Sub Regional Officer, MPCB                
                            Pune-I  vide letter no. MPCB-LEGAL-ACTIONS-150324007,  
                            Dtd. 18/03/2024 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
AND WHEREAS, it is obligatory on your part to maintain the wholesomeness of Water 

Quality of the Natural Water Bodies including aquatic flora and fauna life by avoiding 
contamination of water.  

AND WHEREAS, News appeared in the Pune Pulse on 12/02/2024 Titled “ Pune : 
Foul Smell from Lake Troubles Katraj & Bibwewadi Society Residents; Demand Action from 
PMC. Accordingly Hon’ble National Green Tribunal (PB), New Delhi issued Notice of Hearing 
in Suo Motu Matter vide OA No. 274/2024 titled “ Pune : Foul Smell from Lake Troubles Katraj 
& Bibwewadi Society Residents; Demand Action from PMC.  

AND WHEREAS, In accordance with the news and Hon’ble NGT Notice the Board 
Official at Sub Regional Office, Pune-I has visited to the lakes and Accordingly,  Sub Regional 
Officer, Pune-I has submitted legal action proposal vide reference (4) above and therein 
reported below non-compliances:  

(A) Non-Compliances of Lake inside the Rajiv Gandhi Zoological Park and Wildlife 
Research Centre Lake, Katraj, Pune :- 
(1) The Nallas coming from Santosh Nagar Area, Katraj and Katraj-Kondhwa Bridge 

side are found yellowish colour and septic condition with foul smell, which further 
meets to Rajiv Gandhi Zoological Park and Wildlife Research Centre Lake inside 
the zoo park premises without any treatment.   

(2) The Lake Water is found septic condition and overflow of lake through pipelines 
discharged into nearby Odha, which further flows through residential area.  

(3) You have started construction work of Sewage Treatment Plant of Capacity 2.00 
MLD inside Zoo Park, without obtaining consent to establish from the Board.   

(4) You have installed Caracas Plant inside the zoo premises for dead animal, which 
is in operation without obtaining consents of the Board and without adequate air 
pollution control systems to avoid smell nuisance to the nearby area.  
 

(B) Non-Compliances of Pashan Lake  :- 
(1) The tremendous water hyacinth growth found inside the lake.  
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(2) The removed water hyacinth is dumped unscientifically on the bank of lake, which 
may leads to smell nuisance to the nearby area.  

(3) The Nall flowing from Ramnagar Bavdhan area having yellowish coloured and 
found in septic condition, which is further meets to  Pashan Lake, due to which lake 
water may cause smell nuisance to the surrounding area.  
 

(C) Non-Compliances of Jambulwadi Lake :- 
(1) The removed water hyacinth is dumped unscientifically on the bank of lake, which 

may leads to smell nuisance to the nearby area.  
(2) The Nallas coming from Venkatesh Height Building and Near NH-4 Highway are 

found yellowish colour and septic condition with foul smell, which further meets to 
Jambulwadi Lake without any treatment.  
 

(D) Non-Compliances of Katraj Lake at Katraj :-  
(1) The nearby Nalla meets to the Katraj Lake, which carrying domestic effluent 

generating from the surrounding area.  

 
AND WHEREAS, after examining the record of your case and reports of the officers 

of the Board, it has been concluded that, you are discharging untreated domestic effluent into 
the Natural Water Bodies through various Nallas thereby causing water pollution thereof, and 
you have failed to comply with the provisions of the Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) 
Act, 1974 and thereby causing water pollution into the environment.  

NOW THEREFORE, in exercise of the powers conferred upon me under section   33 
A of Water (Prevention & Control of Pollution) Act, 1974, 31 A of Air (Prevention & Control of 
Pollution) Act, 1981, I, Ravindra Andhale, Regional Officer of the M.P.C. Board, at Pune 
hereby issue directions as under-. 

 
1. Why shall not submit the proposal to initiate stringent action against you / your 

corporation to the competent authority of the Board.  

 

        You are hereby given an opportunity to respond within 07 days with corrective action 
plan along with the short term measures and long term measures to restore the water quality 
of aforesaid lakes,  from issuance of these directions, failing which, MPCB will initiate legal 
action against your unit without giving any further notice in accordance with the provisions of 
the Water (prevention & Control of Pollution) Act, 1974 and Air (Prevention & Control of 
Pollution) Act, 1981, which please note.  

      For and on behalf of 
                   Maharashtra Pollution Control Board 

                                                                                  
                                (Ravindra Andhale) 

Regional Officer, 
M. P. C. Board Pune 

 
Copy  submitted for information to:   

- Hon’ble The Member Secretary, MPCB, Mumbai.  

- Hon’ble Pune Municipal Commissioner, Pune.  

Copy f.w.cs.to : 

1. Joint Director (APC), M.P.C. Board, Mumbai. 

2. Joint Director (WPC), M. P. C. Board, Mumbai.  

3. Law Officer, M.P.C. Board, Mumbai. 

Copy to- The Sub-Regional Officer, M.P.C. Board, Pune-II  :- He is directed to take follow 
up and ensure the compliance of the aforesaid directions.  
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MAHARASHTRA POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD 
SUB-REGIONAL OFFICE – PUNE-I 

Jog Center Bldg. 
2rd floor, Wakdewadi,  

Ph. 020-25811694      Old Mumbai – Pune Highway, 
Fax. 020-25811029      Pune 411003 
                                                                                                               Date:- 16/5/2024 

Field Visit Report 
 

This office has received the Hon’ble NGT order dated 22/3/2024 in the Original 

Application No.274/2024.In the said order Hon’ble NGT has directed to file reply. 

 

With reference to above Hon’ble NGT order and to check the compliance of Proposed 

directions as per directives of Sub-regional Officer, Pune-1, visit was paid along with 

officials of Pune Municipal Corporations to Lake located at Rajiv Gandhi Zoological Park 

& Wildlife Research Centre, Satara Road, Opposite Katraj Dairy, Katraj; Katraj Lake-

Peshave Lake; Jambulwadi Lake and Pashan lake. During visit following observations 

were made:- 

 

A) Rajiv Gandhi Zoological Park & Wildlife Research Centre:-  

1. During visit observed that, there are two nalls flowing into zoo premises carrying 

domestic effluent which mix to the lake located at zoo. 

Nalla no.1:-  Nalla carrying domestic effluent coming from Santosh nagar, katraj 

area mix to lake located at zoo. Nalla water having Slightly yellowish, septic smell 

& pH-7-8. Sample of nalla water is collected for analysis.PMC has started 

construction work of Sewage Treatment Plant having capacity 2 MLD, this STP 

plant is very near to the nalla.PMC authority stated that, all the domestic effluent 

from this nalla will taken for treatment in this proposed STP.PMC has almost 

about 90% completed civil work of STP & installation of machinery is in progress. 

Pressure sand filter and activeted carbon filter installation work in progress. 

2. PMC has provided pipeline on this nall to divert nalla flow into propose STP. PMC 

authority has not applied for Consent to Establish to Board office.  
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Nalla No.1- coming from Santosh Nagar & Katraj area:-  

 

Nalla flow diverted to proposed STP receiving chamber:- 

 

 

Proposed STP civil work:- 
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Pressure sand filter and activeted carbon filter:- 

 
 

3. Nalla No.2.:- Another nalla found flowing in the zoo premises which is coming from 

Katraj-Kondhwa bridge. PMC authority has connected the effluent from this nalla 

to existing trunk main of 600 mm dia. which further connected to PMC Naidu STP. 

Less flow of effluent observed into the Nalla. Sample collected having slightly 

yellowish colour with septic smell pH 6-7. 

 
 

 

4. After that, visited the lake inside the zoo. Desilting of the Lake through JCB found 

in progress. At the time of visit no growth of Water hyacinth was observed in the  
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lake.The PMC authorities stated that lake water is not used for any purpose. Lake 

water is stagnant and has a greenish color with septic smell & pH-6-7. Sample of 

lake water is collected for analysis. Authority has provided 7-8 nos of siphon pipes 

on the bank of lake towards residential area to lift the lake water into the odha 

which is in between zoo & lake town society. During the visit odha seen dry. 

5. At the time of visit, it is observed that, authority has installed Caracious plant for 

dead animal.  At the time of visit details of plant not available & plant not found in 

operation. Authority has not obtained Consent to Establish & Operate from the 

Board. 

Zoo lake:- 

 
Desilting of lake:- 
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odha between zoo & lake town society dry:- 

 
 

 

II) Katraj Lake known as Peshve lake:- 
1. At the time of visit no growth of Water hyacinth observed in the Katraj Lake. Lake 

water is stagnant. 
2. PMC authority has provided gabion walls of about 230 m length and 1050 cum 

size for 2 drains coming from Santoshnagar drain & Peshwe lake overflow drain 

coming to Katraj lake. 

3. PMC authority- under Naidu Sewage District (SD-4) master plan has provided 

1100 m length of 600mm diameter sewer line near Katraj Lake. 

4. At the time of visit no nalla observed flowing into Katraj Lake. Two nos of storm 

water lines observed near this lake, both are observed dry. 

5. Lake water sample collected having slightly brownish colour with no smell & pH-6-
7. 
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Peshwe lake:- 

 
 
Mangadewadi Nalla seen dry:- 
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Strom water line seen dry :- 

 
 
Peshwe lake over flow nala & Gabion wall development:- 

 
 

III) Jambulwadi Lake:- 
1. At the time of visit no algal growth was seen in the lake water. Lake water is 

stagnant. 
2. The previously removed Water hyacinth from lake was found lifted by PMC.  
3. Jambulwadi lake water sample is collected having greenish colour & pH-7-8 with 

strong smell. 
4. Visited the surrounding area of the Jambulwadi lake which is mainly residential 

area. Domestic effluent chambers seen on the bank of lake.  
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5. PMC authority has provided sewerage line of total 800 m length from Daripool 

near NH4 upto downstream of Jambulwadi lake. Also, provided 240 mtr length & 

800 cum gabion wall for 2 nos of nalla with drain channelization coming from 

Kolewadi village & Jambulwadi village. Jambulwadi Village nalla seen dry during 

visit.Nalla near Venkatesh height found dry at time of visit. 

6. At time of visit one nalla carrying yellowish domestic effluent having pH-6-7 & 

septic smell found mix to Jambulwadi lake, sample of nalla water is collected at 

the time of visit.  

 

Jambhulwadi lake :- 

 
 

Jambhulwadi Nalla near NH 4 seen dry :- 
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Venkatesh hights nala seen dry :- 

 
 

 

Gabion wall and drain channelization near daripool NH 4 :- 
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III) Pashan Lake:- 
1. At the time of visit growth of water hyacinth seen in the lake. 
2.  Lake water is stagnant. Pashan lake water sample is collected having pale 

yellowish color & pH-7-8 with septic smell. 
3. It is observed that, PMC authority has removing water hyacinth from lake water 

through three numbers of JCB’s. Removed Water hyacinth found dumped on the 

bank of lake.  

4. Visited the surrounding area of the Pashan lake & Ram River. Domestic effluent 

chambers seen on the bank of ram river. Growth of water hyacinth seen Near 

Perfect auto station bridge Bavdhan, there is no space for sample collection. 

6. PMC authority has started construction of STP near Ram River at Ram nagar 

Bavdhan. Civil work of STP of 1 MLD capacity is in progress. PMC authority has 

not applied for Consent to Establish to Board office.  

 

 
Pashan lake water hyacinth removal work :- 

 
 

 

 

 

 

38



Page 11 of 12 

 

 

 

 

Pashan proposed STP civil work :- 

 

 

Deepak Sonawane 

Sub Engineer Drainage department 

Pune Municipal Corporation, Pune. 

 

Sanjay Kumar Ghule 

Junior Engineer Drainage department 

Pune Municipal Corporation, Pune. 

 

Shashikant Nivdekar 

Junior Engineer Drainage department 

Pune Municipal Corporation, Pune. 
                          

Siddhram Patil 

Junior Engineer Drainage department 

Pune Municipal Corporation, Pune. 

 

Jyoti Sutar 

Field Officer,  

MPC Board,Pune-1. 
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